Supplementary
. The number of scientific documents found in Scopus® that mention the search terms "Google Earth" or "Bing imagery" and additionally contain the search terms "Validation", "Visualization" or "Calibration" in the abstract (n=372) from 2006 to 2016to focus in on paper in the field of remote sensing. Figure S4 . Documents using Google Earth imagery for remote sensing purposes broken down by purpose or thematic area (n=102). Figure S5 . Documents using Google Earth imagery for remote sensing purposes broken down by different remote sensing activities (n=96). Figure S6 . Range of images reported as employed in studies using Google Earth imagery for remote sensing (n=80).

Supplementary Figure S7.
World regions from FAO. The Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) data set was obtain from the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 1 . The world regions shown in Supplementary Figure 12 , were used to calculate the zonal summary statistics that are presented in Tables 1 and 2 . The country boundaries were used to calculate the zonal summary statistics that are presented in Tables 3 and 4 . In Table 3 , the Amazon region has been delineated using sub-national boundaries for administrative level 1 from GAUL while the Congo basin is the merger of 
